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Descended from an old New England family, Robert L. Stanton as a young man went
West to study at Lane Theological Seminary in Cincinnati under Lyman Beecher. More than thirty
years later, experienced as a Presbyterian minister, church leader, writer, and academic, the Rev.
Robert L. Stanton, D. D. served as president of Miami University from 1866 until 1871. In 1868,
he built a private residence in Oxford designed to welcome students and guests. His "magnificent
dwelling" still stands on the corner of Spring and Oak Streets as an intact vestige of "Old Miami."
Known today as the Stanton-Bonham House, the building functions as university office space.

This exhibit in the McGuffey Museum will take visitors not into the house that Robert L.
Stanton built, but into his life as a dedicated leader and educator, as well as into the lives of some
members of his family: his brother, Henry Brewster Stanton, fiery orator of the American Anti-
Slavery Society and politician; his son, Robert Brewster (Bob) Stanton, mtrepid explorer and civil
engineer; and, most important historically, his sister-in-law, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, founder of the
woman suffrage movement in 1848 whose work would lead to women's winning the constitutional
right to vote in 1920. This exhibit tells the stories of these remarkable Stantons and coincides with
the fiftieth anniversary of Freedom Summer 1964. That summer students from across the nation
came to Oxford, Ohio, to train at Western College for voter registration drives in Mississippi.
Many people of conscience in the generations before them, including the Stanton activists and

reformers, fostered the ideals passed on to those brave, young civil rights workers.

The Brothers: Henry Brewster Stanton (1805-1887)
Robert L. Stanton (1810-1885)

The Stanton brothers traced their ancestry to two prominent early New England



colonists: William Brewster, religious leader of the Mayflower pilgrims of 1620; and Thomas
Stanton, founder of Stonington, Connecticut, in 1666. Henry and Robert's father, Joseph, was a
prosperous Connecticut merchant until he fell on hard times. Around 1826, Henry and Robert left
home to travel up the Hudson River to the Erie Canal and to their destination, Rochester, New
York. In Rochester, the brothers found work and also educational opportunities at the Oneida and
the Rochester Institutes (Fletcher 55, 57).

After their father's death in 1828, their mother, Susan Brewster Stanton, with her younger
children, relocated to Rochester. She jomed the Presbyterian Church and listened to the revivalist
preacher Charles Grandison Finney, a "New School" Presbyterian of fiery brilhance. All the
Stantons were influenced by Finney's message of social reform through active religious faith.

In 1832, Henry and Robert Stanton, following Finney's disciple, Theodore Dwight Weld,
enrolled in the new Lane Theological Seminary in Cincinnati, Ohio, where they planned to study
to become Presbyterian ministers. They had made their way by raft down the Allegheny River to
Pittsburgh, and then by boat down the Ohio River to Cincinnati.

That same year, Lyman Beecher, Boston’s eminent Presbyterian minister, became
president of Lane Theological Seminary. Besides bringing prestige to the school, Beecher also
brought his family, including his daughter Harriet, who married Lane faculty member Calvin E
Stowe. Harriet Beecher Stowe would use her understanding of the evils of slavery, gained during
her experiences in Ohio and Kentucky, to write her influential novel Uncle Tom's Cabin (1852).

Lane Theological Seminary was named for initial donors Ebenezer and William Lane but
was largely funded by the New York merchant and philanthropist Arthur Tappan. He and his
brother Lewis Tappan founded and supported a number of schools, including Oberlin College.
They gave their full support to the cause of abolition. With Theodore Weld and other abolitionists,
they founded the American Anti-Slavery Society in 1833.

The Tappan brothers also promoted manual labor institutions, such as those the Stanton
brothers found in Rochester, where young men of little means could gain a classical education while
developing physical and practical skills. The Tappans wanted these students to become hardy, well-
educated ministers in Ohio, Indiana, and other "western” states. Lane was such an imstitution.
Robert L. Stanton worked 1n Lane's print shop (Fletcher 57). After graduating from Lane's literary
program in 1834, Robert entered the theological program. Henry Stanton had a different
experience at Lane. In 1834, he participated in events that caused a furor at the seminary and

brought the school to national attention.

The Stanton Brothers at Lane Theological Seminary



Led by Theodore Weld, a number of Lane students organized a series of debates on the
abolition of slavery. President Beecher recognized Weld as a brilliant, sincere reformer, but
Beecher's position as an abolitionist was conservative. Like most of the Lane faculty and board of
trustees, Beecher supported the American Colonization Society's goal to free black slaves gradually
and to send them as colonists to Africa. The Lane debates, which included students from slave-
holding families, took place at Lane for two and a half hours a night for eighteen nights, and
addressed the following questions:

1) Should slaveholding states immediately abolish slavery?

2) Should Christians condone the doctrines of the American Colonization Society?
Weld's reasoning, and that of other radical abolitionist debaters, led many to answer "Yes" to the
first question and "No" to the second.

‘With growing support from those who saw slavery as a sin and deportation as "kidnapping,”
Weld and his followers established an Anti-Slavery Society on campus. In Cincinnati, they
mmmersed themselves in the black community with whom they ate and worshipped as equals and
for whom they established Sunday and evening schools as well as a circulating library (Weld, qtd. in
Abzug 95). The Board of Trustees responded by banning the Anti-Slavery Society at Lane and by
forbidding discussion of slavery among students on threat of expulsion. Over forty students left
Lane in protest.

The "Lane Rebels", as they were labeled, published their reasons for leaving in William
Lloyd Garrison's newspaper, 7he Liberator. Free inquiry, they asserted, was their duty and their
right as men in pursuit of truth. They acted on what they found to be true: slavery denied black
men their God-given rights and thus slavery was to be "immediately renounced" ('"Defence [sid of
the Students," The Liberator. 5.2. 10 Jan. 1835). Henry Stanton was among those who signed the
article and left.

His brother Robert did not sign. Robert continued to study at Lane for two more
years. He left, however, without graduating from the theological program. He traveled to New
Orleans, where, in 1838, he obtained his license to preach (Reilly 36). In 1839, he was ordained a
Presbyterian minister in Woodville, Mississippi. Robert's ministries in the Deep South
strengthened his resolve to achieve a religious solution to the problem of slavery.

Alter Henry Stanton left Lane, he did not join other Lane Rebels welcomed at Oberlin
College. Like his mentor and friend, Theodore Weld, Henry gave up a career in the church to
become a full ime agent for the American Anti-Slavery Society. Henry was among those who

established the Ohio Anti-Slavery Society in 1835. As a delegate from Hamilton County, Henry



was elected secretary. Among the resolutions the Society passed was this: “That the Christian
Church 1s eminently criminal in the indulgence she has shown to the acknowledged sin of slave
holding....” (Proceedings Ohio Anti-Slavery Convention, 1835). Henry's work strengthened his
resolve to achieve a political solution to the problem of slavery. As abolitionists, the Stanton

brothers were choosing different paths.

Passionate Reformers: The Couple, Henry Brewster Stanton (1805-1887)
Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815-1902)

"The year 1835 was an epoch of mobs... I was mobbed in every state from Indiana to
Maine--except Vermont." So wrote Henry Brewster Stanton recalling his experiences on the road as
an agent for the American Anti-Slavery Society (Random Recollections 51, 55). The mobs were
vicious. They attacked speakers, threatened lives, burned buildings, and disrupted the peace.
Resistance to abolition was fierce in the North because of strong economic ties with the South.
Undaunted, Henry built a reputation for bravery and brilliance as he confronted mobs and argued
for an end to slavery. As early as 1838, he saw that slavery would fall by means of an amendment to
the Constitution, an event "which would result from the preponderance of free states in the West"
(Random Recollections 601).

In 1839, Henry's work as an agent for the Anti-Slavery Society took him to upstate New
York where he met Elizabeth Cady, daughter of prominent Johnstown, New York, judge Daniel
Cady. Elizabeth shared Henry's abolitionist principles and was charmed by his powerful eloquence.
Henry was smitten by her beauty, vivacity, and intelligence. They married in 1840 and
honeymooned in London at the World Anti-Slavery Convention where Henry was a delegate.
Although not a delegate, Elizabeth met other women at the convention who were. Among them was
the American Quaker Lucretia Mott. Mott and Elizabeth, among others, were outraged by the
Convention's refusal to allow women delegates to participate in the proceedings. These two brilliant
women would eventually form a fruitful collaboration.

After some months abroad, financed by Henry's speaking engagements, the Stantons
returned to Johnstown where Henry studied law for two years in Judge Cady's law office and
Elizabeth gave birth to their first child. In 1843, Henry was admitted to the bar in Massachusetts; he
and Elizabeth settled in Boston with their growing family. Henry was well known in Boston because
of his 1837 anti-slavery address to the House of Representatives of Massachusetts.

Elizabeth relished being a mother. She also relished being in Boston's intellectual and

abolitionist circles that included Lucretia Mott, Frederick Douglass, William Lloyd Garrison and



other men and women who believed in women's equality. Elizabeth had found a cause even more
immportant to her than abolition: the emancipation of women.

In 1847, the Stantons left Boston for Seneca Falls, New York, where Henry entered
politics. In 1850, he won a seat in the state legislature and introduced bills and resolutions to curb
and abolish slavery. Though his time in elected office was short, Henry continued as a lawyer,
Journalist, speaker and organizer to be a force n the politics of abolition. In 1840, he had helped
found the Liberty Party. In 1848, he was among the organizers of the Free Soil Party which merged
with the Republican Party in 1854. That party in 1856 became the party of Lincoln.

‘While Henry worked toward his goals for abolition, often away from home, Elizabeth
began working toward her goals for women's rights at home with three small boys. Collaborating
with Lucretia Mott and other friends i 1848, Elizabeth Cady Stanton gave Seneca Falls a place in
history as the site of the first women's rights convention. As engineered by Elizabeth, this
convention launched the woman suffrage movement. She read to the men and women assembled
i the Wesleyan Chapel in Seneca Falls the now famous "Declaration of Sentiments", which she co-
authored and in which she nsisted on women's right to vote. Thus began Elizabeth's long career as
an organizer, writer, and vocal advocate for women's civil rights. Elizabeth's work paralleled but
remained distinct from Henry's. Yet together they raised a large, lively, and loving family. Henry
and Elizabeth had seven children while pursuing their separate vocations.

In 1851, Susan B. Anthony, noted abolitionist Quaker and educator, joined Elizabeth in
her work for women's rights. Over the next fifty years, they worked as a team to lead the women's
movement, capitalizing on Susan’s excellent organizational skills and Elizabeth's superb
communication skills. They were fearless, skillful advocates for their cause: traveling, lobbying,
speaking, publishing, organizing, strategizing, always with the goal of giving American women--

women of all races- equal rights with men, above all, the right to vote.

Flizabeth Cady Stanton and Miami University

In 1869, at age fifty-four, Elizabeth Cady Stanton contracted for a lyceum lecture tour,
which she continued to do for more than a decade. For several months a year, she crisscrossed the
United States, traveling, usually alone, by rail, water, horse and buggy, even by wagon, taking her
message ol equal rights to cities, universities, churches, and towns, large and small. Her views
seemed radical to many, but Elizabeth's persuasive logic and irresistible charm steadily won more
and more women--and men--to share her vision.

In 1870, Miami University's lecture committee mvited Elizabeth to campus. On November



9th of that year, she delivered a lecture titled "Our Girls" to the students, faculty and citizens of
Oxford assembled in the chapel of the university's original building, "Old Main," located where
Harrison Hall stands today. An anonymous review in the university newspaper gives an account of
that event. Elizabeth, plump and grandmotherly with a "melodious voice," shared her vision of what
"our girls" could become: healthy through active life and dress reform (no more corsets!); well
educated through university co-education with men (she chided Miami for not admitting women);
fulfilled and productive through entering professions "to work for the common cause of humanity";
and participatory 1n the social contract as voters. Such reforms will not occur, she stated, unless
"fathers, husbands, and brothers" enlist in the cause of women's rights. The reviewer asserts that
"...the attentiveness of the large and mtelligent audience assembled to hear her, attested to the merit
of her lecture" and concludes that "the night of woman's bondage 1s far spent, and the light of
Franchise 1s fast breaking" (7he Miami Student. 5.3. 23 Nov. 1870: 4-5).

Elizabeth Cady Stanton had family in Oxford. Her brother-in-law, Robert L. Stanton, was
then president of Miami University. In 1868, he had built a beautiful house on the corner of Spring
and Oak Streets. Elizabeth would have been a guest in the president's home, not only as a
nationally known, distinguished speaker, but also as the president's sister-in-law.

One Oxford girl who called on the famous Elizabeth Cady Stanton was Lizzie McFarland,
daughter of Miami University mathematics professor, Robert McFarland (Ophia Smith 58). When
Robert McFarland became president of Miami in 1885, Lizzie would live with her family in what
was still called the Stanton House. Encouraged by her father, Lizzie would become i 1887 one of
the first women allowed to take classes at Miami.

After the Civil War, Henry Stanton's political career did not flourish as he had hoped, but
his commitment to a political solution to slavery had helped the country toward what he had long
envisioned: the Thirteenth Amendment which made slavery unconstitutional. He was an influential
political journalist in New York until his death in 1887.

Unul her death in New York in 1902, Elizabeth Cady Stanton continued to work toward
her goal of woman suffrage. That enfranchisement would not be achieved until 1920 with the
ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment. Only then, largely through the efforts of Elizabeth Cady

Stanton, did women in the United States win the constitutional right to vote.

Conviction and Courage: Father and Son

The Father, Robert L. Stanton (1810-1885)

Why Robert L. Stanton left Lane Seminary in 1834 without his degree in theology remains



a mystery. His calling, however, remains clear. A firm (though conservative) abolitionist, he traveled
down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers into the Deep South to address the problem of slavery as a
man of the church, first in New Orleans and then in Mississippi. While a pastor in Woodnville,
Mississippi, he married a widow, Anna Maria Stone Blackford, from Washington, D.C., and
became a stepfather to her son, Frank. With his new family, Robert returned to New Orleans in
1843 to serve as a missionary among whites and blacks and to form the Second Presbyterian
Church ("Reminiscences"). Robert's sermons in New Orleans consistently warned of the destruction
that lay ahead for a society that refused to acknowledge its sins (Reilly 44). In 1846, Robert and
Anna had one son of their own, Robert Brewster (Bob) Stanton.

In the winter of 1851, Robert L. Stanton accepted the presidency of Oakland College in
southwestern Mississippi. This was a brave act. The founder and first president of Oakland,
Jeremiah Chamberlain who had been loved and respected there for twenty years, was brutally
murdered in front of his own home on the Oakland campus by "a community resident as a result of
a dispute over slavery" (Posey 6). Chamberlain, like Stanton, was anti-slavery and pro-Union.
Stanton's maugural address extolled the value of a classics-based liberal education to enlighten the
mind. At this ime, Stanton received an honorary doctor of divinity degree from the College of New
Jersey, later known as Princeton University.

In 1854, after working to improve finances and morale at Oakland College, the Rev.
Robert L. Stanton, D.D. resolved to take his family North. They lived for a year with his wife's
family in Washington, while he preached in Baltimore. In 1855, he accepted a call to pastor the
First Presbyterian Church in Chillicothe, Ohio. His son Bob, tutored at home until then, entered
school for the first time i Chillicothe.

The Stanton family was happy in that Ohio town, but when the Civil War began, Bob and
his mother returned to Washington and his father again went South. The Rev. Robert L. Stanton,
D.D. joined the faculty of Danville Theological Seminary on the campus of Centre College in
Danville, Kentucky. There, he had a widely disseminated anti-slavery and pro-Union voice in the
Danville Quarterly Review, to which he contributed as a writer and editor. There, he wrote his most
mmportant book, The Church and the Rebellion, in which he condemned the Southern clergy's
disastrous role in fomenting popular support for secession.

In these perilous times, Robert L. Stanton traveled frequently to Washington. He and his
son Bob stood together to hear Lincoln's first inaugural address. Stanton became a friend to the
President. Bob, too young to enlist in the Union Army, served as a volunteer nurse in Army
hospitals in Washington and saw Mrs. Lincoln visiting the wounded. On more than one occasion,

Bob accompanied his father on visits to President Lincoln's office. Later in life, Bob published his



mmpressions of Lincoln. He wrote of his sorrow at the assassination and of his walking behind the
hearse that took Lincoln's body from the house where he died to the White House.

The year 1866 was momentous for Robert L. Stanton and his family. He was elected
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, the highest office in that church.
After successfully executing his duties as Moderator in St. Louis, he resigned from the Danville
Theological Seminary to become president of Miami University.

The Stanton family arrived in Oxford in September 1866. Finding no president's house at
the university, Robert L. Stanton decided to build one at his own expense and i doing so took on
heavy debt. He bought six acres immediately south of the campus on which to construct an
appropriate dwelling, one that would graciously welcome students and visitors, similar to the
president's house at Oakland College. Completed in 1868, Robert Stanton's beautiful brick home
still stands on the corner of Spring and Oak Streets.

Stanton had high hopes for Miami University, but he was unable to save it from post-Civil
War financial difficulties. He resigned in 1871. Among his deep disappointments was that his
"magnificent dwelling', the President's House, seemed destined for the auction block and not for
the university. Miami closed in 1873 and did not reopen until 1885. After leaving Oxford, the Rev.
Robert L. Stanton, D. D. worked as a journalist and editor in New York and Cincinnati. He
remained an influential voice in church publications and deliberations until his death in 1885 while

on a voyage to England. He was buried at sea.

The Son: Robert Brewster (Bob) Stanton (1846-1922)

Bob Stanton fondly recalled the pleasures of his new home in Oxford: two acres served as
pasture for a horse and a cow and a "wonderful garden [which] after the first plowing and planting"
he cultivated for healthy exercise ("Reminiscences'). He also began a year of intense study of Latin
and Greek in preparation to enter Miami University. Bob graduated in 1871 as valedictorian. He
was also Class Historian and a member of the Alpha Delta Phi Fraternity.

Among his professors, one stood out, Robert White McFarland. Bob recalled him as his
"most wonderful and perfect teacher" ("Reminiscences"). McFarland helped advance Bob's study of
higher mathematics and theory of engineering, but as an engineer and surveyor himself, McFarland
also nsisted on Bob's self-reliance i solving practical problems in the field and on his keeping
detailed notebooks of every day's work. With McFarland as his mentor, Bob was well prepared to
enter his chosen field, civil engineering.

The year 1871 was bittersweet for the Stanton family. Bob's academic success was



shadowed by his father's resignation. To address the Stanton family's dire financial straits, the
Stanton House had to be sold. Stanton hoped Miami University would purchase it, but when the
university could not offer enough to cover Stanton's debt, the house eventually went up for auction
at a shenff sale. In a twist of fate, the house was purchased by Prof. Robert McFarland, who rented
it out for more than a decade while Miami was closed as a university and while McFarland
established and chaired the Department of Mathematics and Civil Engineering at Ohio State
University in Columbus. When Miami's board of trustees re-opened the university, they asked
McFarland to return as president of "New Miami." Thus, the Stanton House became again what it
was built to be: a magnificent dwelling for the president of Miami University, though still privately
owned.

To travel to his first job after graduation, Bob Stanton had to borrow money from a friend.
The summer of 1871, he worked for the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad in Indian Territory where his
mettle was tested in rough terrain among rough men. That fall, he sent his first paycheck-all $200-
to his parents. His mother was still living in Oxford; his father was looking for work in New York
City. Bob joined his family that December for probably their last Christmas in Oxford. Bob's
parents settled in Madisonville, near Cincinnati; his father continued to write, edit and publish.

After Bob's Wild West adventure with the A & P Railroad, he became in 1872 an assistant
engineer for the Cincinnati Railroad building a line between Cincinnati and Chattanooga (1872-
1880). For a time, Bob re-joined the A & P Railroad for horseback reconnaissance in Indian
Terrtory where the railroad party needed military escorts for protection from the Comanche,
Apache, and Arapaho nations. From 1881 to 1883, Bob was chiel engineer for construction of the
Georgetown Loop in the Colorado Rocky Mountains, a major achievement. By 1884, he was a
division engineer for the Union Pacific Railroad. His most challenging job, however, and the one
that made him famous, came as chief engineer of the Denver, Canon and Pacific Railroad
beginning i 1889. Though married and raising a family in Denver, Bob signed on to a very
dangerous venture: surveying the Colorado River, from its principal tributary, the Green River in
Utah, to its emptying into the Gulf of California in Mexico. His purpose was to assess the feasibility
of building a railroad through the Grand Canyon.

The survey began in May 1889. Tragedy struck in early July. The owner of the railroad
company, Frank Brown, and two other members of the expedition drowned in the Colorado's
treacherous waters. With insufficient supplies, the remaining men made an arduous retreat, scaling
the walls of the mile deep canyon. Stanton was determined to reorganize the expedition and to
return to complete the survey. He did, in late November, with ample supplies, better boats, and life

jJackets. Another disaster occurred January 1, 1890. The photographer Franklin Nims suffered



critical injuries in a fall. With great difficulty and risk, Nims, was evacuated. He survived thanks to
the heroic efforts of Bob and his men. In the canyon, Bob taught himself how to use Nims'
equipment and became photographer as well as surveyor of the great river and its sublime chasms.
In April 1890, Bob led his party to their destination. An earlier expedition, led by John Wesley
Powell, had been first to navigate the length of the Colorado River. Bob Stanton's expedition was
second, but his was first to survey the Grand Canyon for a possible rail line. This prospect proved
unprofitable; however, valuable knowledge of the Grand Canyon's ecology has come through later
study of well over a thousand excellent photographs taken by Stanton.

Robert Brewster Stanton's career as a civil and mining engineer took him from Canada to
Mexico to the Fast Indies. He was a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers, the
American Society of the Advancement of Science, the Institution of Civil Engineers, and the
American Institute of Mining Engineers. He was elected fellow of the American and National
Geographic Societies. Miami wanted to honor Bob and his late father at the umiversity's centennial
m 1909, but Bob declined. He was elected to Phi Beta Kappa when Miami established its chapter
m 1911. This was an honor he did not decline. Like his father, uncle and aunt, Bob was a
published writer, but the book he wanted to reach the public, his lengthy account of his Grand
Canyon expedition based on his field diaries, did not find a publisher mn his lifetime. He died in
1922, still writing his personal "Reminiscences," which are among the Robert Brewster Stanton
papers in the New York Public Library. The United States Geographic Board honored him
posthumously by giving his name to a rock spire on the south rim of the Grand Canyon,

Stanton Point.

The Stanton Men and Woman Suffrage

Henry Stanton loved his wife, but adding her 1848 woman suflrage agenda to his anti-
slavery work would have doomed his efforts for a political solution to slavery. He never publicly
supported woman suffrage. He praised his wife, however, for the "distinguished service" she
'rendered the slave" in the years before and during the Civil War (Random Recollections 68).

Robert L. Stanton must have been unconverted to his sister-in-law's cause of women's rights
because his son, Bob, whose admiration for his father was boundless, was also unconverted. As a
boy in 1853, visiting his aunt in Seneca Falls, he doubted the wisdom of her permissive parenting.
As a youth in 1863, visiting her home in New York City not long alter the deadly Draft Riots, he
did not doubt her courage in showing solidarity with the threatened black population there. Later in
life, he was happy to celebrate his famous aunt's eightieth birthday in New York City in 1895. Bob

helped carry her black satin train, "that did honor to a queen," as she entered the Savoy Hotel for a
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reception the next day. He recalled his relation to his aunt this way:

In many ways and things I had a great admiration for the great suffrage leader, and loved
her for many of her good and homely qualities as a woman. I was more or less intimately
associated with her from the time we first met [1853] until shortly before her death [1902] -
-at imes spending weeks together at her house. In her latter years, we became very warm
friends, not withstanding the fact that we seldom ever agreed on any subject, especially

women's [sid] suffrage” ("Reminiscences").

Though Bob had great affection for his aunt, he was, like many men and women of the
Nineteenth Century, unable to share her vision. A hundred years ahead of her time, Elizabeth Cady
Stanton clearly saw that roles for women were culturally constructed. She also saw that culture
could change through enlightened social consciousness. She never stopped working toward
achieving equal rights for women through positive cultural and social change. She never stopped
believing that through education and opportunity, men and women of all races could be free and
equal. In her last year, at her last address, Elizabeth used a favorite motto of her colleague Matilda
Joslyn Gage to inscribe a copy of her autobiography, Eighty Years and More (1898), for another

colleague, the first woman to graduate from a theological seminary in the United States:
Rev. Olympia Brown with the compliments of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 250 West 94th St.,
New York Jan. 28-1902. “There 1s a word sweeter than Mother, Home, or Heaven: that

word i1s Liberty.’

Tom Saldivar, League of Women Voters of Oxford
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An Oxford Landmark

Robert White McFarland, Robert (Bob) Stanton's mentor at Miami University, became the second
owner of the Stanton House and the second Miami University president to live there. Though McFarland
resigned in 1888 after serving as University president for three years, the Stanton House remained in his
possession until his death in 1910. It then became the property of his younger daughter Frances and her
husband Llewellyn Bonham, a Miami University graduate, inventor and noted agriculturist.

Bonham arranged to have the house bequeathed to Miami University in exchange for an annuity for
him and his wife in their last years. For almost eighty years, the house had only three owners: Robert L.
Stanton, D. D., and Robert W. McFarland; and Llewellyn Bonham, the husband of Frances
McFarland. When Miami acquired the house in the 1940s, it became known as Bonham House.

‘When first built, the Stanton House had an unimpeded vista directly north across Spring Street
toward Old Main and the University Square. Never painted, the two-story, brick Italianate style house
featured a symmetrical double gabled facade, paired bay windows, and a low hipped roof with widow’s walk
access. On the mterior, the fashionably spacious center hallway, grand staircase, marbleized mantels and
double parlors with pocket doors contributed to its moniker as President Stanton’s “magnificent dwelling.”

The year Stanton came to Oxford, Miami trustee Joseph McCord purchased the neighboring
McGuttey House. About the same time Stanton was building his house, McCord began modifying his brick
house. McCord installed a new staircase, tall parlor windows, and a bracketed cornice that complemented
Stanton’s Italianate style home. Together, nearly a century and-a-half later, the two red brick houses stand as
significant architectural landmarks on the campus of Miami University.

In 2012, the League of Women Voters of Oxford applied for and was awarded an historic marker
from the Historic and Architectural Preservation Commission of the City of Oxford, which restored the
Stanton name on the building. The marker reads: 7he Stanton-Bonham House 1808.

This exhibit celebrates the architectural and historical significance of the Stanton-Bonham House
within the long history of Miami University and Oxford. The Stanton-Bonham House today retains much of
the original fabric as it did when the Stanton family lived there from 1868 to 1871. It remains the only house
m Oxford built expressly for a Miami University president, a rare surviving vestige of “Old Miami” and

home to the first president of “New Miami.”

Stephen Gordon, William Holmes McGuffey Museum
2014
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Exhibit Panel Design by Kyle Asperger, Miami Class of 2015
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